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D r .  S t a n l e y  B r a n d o n  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y

o f  I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e  w i t h  a n  M D  d e g r e e  i n

1 9 6 0 .  H e  o b t a i n e d  o r t h o p e d i c  r e s i d e n c y  t r a i n i n g  a t

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e  a s  w e l l

g r a d u a t i n g  i n  1 9 6 7 ,  h a v i n g  s p e n t  t w o  y e a r s  i n  t h e

U . S .  N a v y .  H e  p r a c t i c e d  o r t h o p e d i c  s u r g e r y  i n

D e k a l b ,  I L  f r o m  1 9 6 9  u n t i l  r e t i r e m e n t  1 5  y e a r s  a g o .

H e  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  B a r b a r a  a n d  h a s  5  c h i l d r e n ,  2 2

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  n o w  6  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  D r .

B r a n d o n  h a s  k n o w n  D r .  N g u y e n  f o r  a l m o s t  1 0  y e a r s

s i n c e  h e  r e q u i r e d  p l a c e m e n t  o f  a  p a c e m a k e r .  H e

l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  p o s t e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h .

H e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  j u d g e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  a n d

i s  e x c i t e d  t o  r e s u m e  t h i s  r o l e  i n  2 0 2 2 .  

MEET THE JUDGES ALUMNI FEATURE
P a r a n s h u  S h a h  j o i n e d  

S C A R F  a s  a  s u m m e r  i n t e r n  

i n  2 0 2 0 ,  m a k i n g  u p  o u r  f i r s t  

c l a s s  a m i d s t  t h e  p a n d e m i c .   

H e  w a s  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n  a n d  

g r o w  w i t h  o u r  p r o g r a m .  

W h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  

h e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  a  g r o u p  

l e a d e r .  P a r a n s h u  j o i n e d  u s  

i n  2 0 2 2  a s  o u r  S C A R F  

S t u d e n t  A s s i s t a n t ,  a  

t e m p o r a r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

S C A R F  A d m i n  t e a m  w h o  

w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e n s u r e  

a  s m o o t h  r u n n i n g  p r o g r a m  

f o r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  i n t e r n s .  

W h e n  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

w i t h  S C A R F  e a c h  s u m m e r ,  

P a r a n s h u  i s  a t t e n d i n g  P e n n  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e i r  

P M M  P r o g r a m  w h e r e  h e  

w i l l  g r a d u a t e  i n  2 0 2 3  w i t h  

h i s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  

b e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g  J e f f e r s o n  

U n i v e r s i t y ' s  S i d n e y  K i m m e l  

M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  w i t h  a n  

a n t i c i p a t e d  g r a d u a t i o n  

d a t e  o f  2 0 2 8 .  

FOLLOW US

@ s c a r f n o w

@ s c a r f n o w

@ s c a r f n o w

C a t h e r i n e  A s c h b a c h e r  i s  a  s e n i o r  l e v e l  c a r d i a c

r h y t h m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i t h  B i o t r o n i k ,  I n c .  S h e

r e c e i v e d  h e r  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  N u r s i n g  ( B S N )

f r o m  N o r t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  c o n s i d e r s

h e r s e l f  a  " f o r e v e r  s t u d e n t , "  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n  b o t h

a c a d e m i c a l l y  a n d  f r o m  " t h e  h e a r t . "  S h e  i s  a  C e r t i f i e d

C a r d i a c  D e v i c e  S p e c i a l i s t  ( C C D S )  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f

t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  C a r d i o l o g y  -  I l l i n o i s

C h a p t e r .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  S . C . A . R . F .  s i n c e

t h e  i n a u g u r a l  M e n t o r s h i p  &  C a r e e r  G u i d a n c e

P r o g r a m .  S h e  h a s  m e n t o r e d  o u r  s t u d e n t

a m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  e d u c a t e d  t h e m  o n  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f

p a c e m a k e r  a n d  I C D  d e v i c e s .  S h e  i s  t h r i l l e d  t o  r e t u r n

a s  a  j u d g e  t h i s  y e a r .

D r .  M e e n a  G o e l  i s  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

I l l i n o i s ,  U r b a n a - C h a m p a i g n  w i t h  a  B S  i n  B i o l o g y .  S h e

t h e n  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y

D e n t a l  S c h o o l  i n  2 0 0 0  b e f o r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e

G e n e r a l  P r a c t i c e  R e s i d e n c y  P r o g r a m  a t  E v a n s t o n

N o r t h w e s t e r n  H o s p i t a l .  S h e  i s  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  a n d

a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  m a n y  l o c a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

d e n t a l  s o c i e t i e s .  S h e  i s  e a g e r  t o  s e e  t h e  w o r k  o f  e a c h

i n t e r n  t h i s  s u m m e r  a n d  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e i r  i d e a s  f o r

c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  i n n o v a t i o n .  

D r .  R o t i m i  J o h n s o n  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g

c o m p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  c u t t i n g - e d g e  h e a l t h c a r e  t h a t  i s

d e l i v e r e d  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  e m p a t h y  f o r  a l l .  H e

f o u n d e d  R J I R  V a s c u l a r  a n d  O n c o l o g y  C e n t e r ,  P L L C  i n

E l g i n  a n d  R o c k f o r d ,  I l l i n o i s .  H e  i s  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  a n d

a l s o  h a s  a n  a c a d e m i c  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  A d j u n c t

P r o f e s s o r  o f  I n t e r v e n t i o n a l  R a d i o l o g y  a t  S t .  L o u i s

U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e

r e s e a r c h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r  t h e

s u m m e r .  



M a  V a n e s s a  M a b a z z a  i s  a  b o a r d - c e r t i f i e d  A d u l t

N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  b y  b o t h  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f

N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  N a t i o n a l  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  B o a r d

( A A N P C B )  a n d  A m e r i c a n  N u r s e s  C r e d e n t i a l i n g

C e n t e r  A N C C ) ,  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  c r i t i c a l  c a r e  r e g i s t e r e d

n u r s e  b y  A N C C .  S h e  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  l e a d  n u r s e

p r a c t i t i o n e r  f o r  E l i t e  C a r d i o l o g y  S o l u t i o n s ,  L L C ,  a n d

i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  h o s p i t a l s  i n c l u d i n g

K i n d r e d  H o s p i t a l  -  S y c a m o r e ,  N o r t h w e s t e r n

M e d i c i n e  K i s h w a u k e e  H o s p i t a l ,  A M I T A  H e a l t h  S t .

J o s e p h  H o s p i t a l ,  E l g i n ,  a n d  A d v o c a t e  S h e r m a n

H o s p i t a l .  S h e  w o r k s  w i t h  D r .  N g u y e n  i n

i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  R E A C H  C H F  P r o g r a m  i n  m u l t i p l e

s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l .  

MEET THE JUDGES JOE'S STORY
J o e  w a s  3 9  y e a r s  o l d .  H e

h a d  j u s t  e a r n e d  h i s  M B A .

H e  w a s  h e a l t h y .  H e  s t a y e d

p h y s i c a l l y  a c t i v e  d a i l y ,

w o r k i n g  o u t  a t  h i s  l o c a l

g y m .  H e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h a t

h i s  h e a r t  d i d  n o t  m a t c h  h i s

e x t e r n a l  p h y s i q u e .

H e  h a d  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  a

w o r k o u t .  N o t h i n g  w a s

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r

d a y  h e  s p e n t  a t  t h e  g y m .  H e

f e l t  g r e a t ,  h a v i n g  j u s t

e x e r c i s e d .  H e  w a s  w a l k i n g

t h r o u g h  t h e  l o b b y  a n d

g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  d r i v e  h o m e

w h e n  h i s  h e a r t  s t o p p e d

b e a t i n g .

H e  d r o p p e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .

N o  o n e  a t  t h e  g y m  d i d

a n y t h i n g  t o  h e l p  a s  t h e y

h a d  n o  A E D  o n  s i t e .  E v e n  i f

o n e  w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  i s

l i k e l y  t h a t  n o  o n e  w o u l d

h a v e  k n o w n  w h a t  t o  d o .

A n d  w h i l e  9 - 1 - 1  w a s  c a l l e d ,

t h e y  a r r i v e d  t o o  l a t e  t o

r e s u s c i t a t e  J o e .

J o e  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s

p a r e n t s ,  S t e v e  a n d  L i n d a

H u r s h ,  l o n g - t e r m

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  S . C . A . R . F .  H e

i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,

M o l l y ,  a  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t  w h o

c r e a t e d  t h e  R h y t h m  o f  L i f e

g a l a  l o g o  f o r  S . C . A . R . F .

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  

S . C . A . R . F .  w o u l d  l i k e  t o

t h a n k  t h e  H u r s h  f a m i l y  f o r

t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e

y e a r s .  W e  w i s h  J o e  w a s

h e r e  a s  w e l l ,  b u t  w e  a r e

d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  c a n  t o

g e t  m o r e  A E D s  i n t o  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  s o  t h a t  n o  o t h e r

f a m i l y  h a s  t o  l o s e  a  l o v e d

o n e  i n  a  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n .  

R a m y  K h a l i l  e a r n e d  h i s  M B A  f r o m  t h e  M I T  S l o a n

S c h o o l  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  M a s t e r  a n d  B S

d e g r e e s  i n  m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  H e  w a s  a  f e l l o w

i n  M I T ' s  L e a d e r s  f o r  G l o b a l  O p e r a t i o n s  p r o g r a m .

E a r l y  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  h e  h e l p e d  l a u n c h  s e v e r a l

p r o d u c t s  w i t h  M e d t r o n i c  V a s c u l a r  t h r o u g h  r o l e s  i n

r e s e a r c h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g

m a n a g e m e n t .  H e  w e n t  o n  t o  f o u n d  S c i m i t a r ,  w h e r e

h i s  c l i e n t s  i n c l u d e  t o p  b i o t e c h n o l o g y ,

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l ,  a n d  m e d i c a l  d e v i c e  c o m p a n i e s

g l o b a l l y .  H e  h a s  b e e n  a  l o n g - t i m e  s u p p o r t e r  o f

S . C . A . R . F .  a n d  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  r e t u r n  a s  a  s y m p o s i u m

j u d g e  t h i s  y e a r .

D r .  A n a n d  M o r k e r  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n

a t  S t .  C h r i s t o p h e r  I b a  M a r  D i o p  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e .

H e  t h e n  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  i n t e r n s h i p  a t  C a s e  W e s t e r n

R e s e r v e  U n i v e r s i t y / U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l s  C l e v e l a n d

M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  o n  t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c y  a t

M e r c y  H o s p i t a l  a n d  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .  H e  i s  b o a r d

c e r t i f i e d  i n  I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e .  H e  i s  a  f o r m e r  m e n t e e

o f  S . C . A . R . F .  f o u n d e r  D r .  P a u l  N g u y e n  a n d  i s  e x c i t e d

t o  n o w  s e r v e  a s  a  m e n t o r  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a s  h e

p r o v i d e s  f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .

D r .  J a g d i s h  P a t e l  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t

G o v e r n m e n t  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  w h i c h  h e  f o l l o w e d  u p

w i t h  a  r e s i d e n c y  a t  U n i t e d  H o s p i t a l  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .

H e  w e n t  o n  t o  c o m p l e t e  f e l l o w s h i p s  a t  b o t h  R u t g e r s

N e w  J e r s e y  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  a n d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C o l l e g e

o f  O s t e o p a t h i c  M e d i c i n e .  H e  i s  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  i n

b o t h  C a r d i o v a s c u l a r  D i s e a s e  a n d  N u c l e a r  C a r d i o l o g y

a n d  w o r k s  a s  a  c a r d i o l o g i s t  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n

M e d i c i n e  R e g i o n a l  M e d i c a l  G r o u p .  H e  r e m a i n s  a

l o n g - t i m e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  S . C . A . R . F .  P r o g r a m  a n d

l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d

i d e a s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t  t h e  i n t e r n s  h a v e

c r e a t e d .



OUR 2022 STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
 

(CLICK EACH POSTER TO LEARN MORE)

Make it C.L.E.A.R.The A.L.I.G.N. Approach C.U.R.B. to Improve Heart Health

Protect with D.E.T.E.C.T. The E.N.J.O.Y. Approach E.S.C.A.P.I.N.G. the Cycle of Sudden Cardiac Arrest

The Failure of the L.U.B. and D.U.B. M.I.N.D. the Heart PhD: Educating for the Future

Passing the R.E.M.O.T.E. to Virtual Care The T.A.S.K. to End Sudden Death What Makes U.S.
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https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/the-a.l.i.g.n.-approach
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/make-it-clear
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/c.u.r.b.-risk-to-improve-heart-health
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/the-e.n.j.o.y.-approach
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/protect-with-detect
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/e.s.c.a.p.i.n.g.-the-cycle-of-sudden-cardiac-arrest
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/m.i.n.d.-the-heart
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/the-failure-of-the-lub-and-dub
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/phd%3A-educating-for-the-future
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/a-t.a.s.k.-to-end-sudden-death
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/passing-the-r.e.m.o.t.e.-to-virtual-care
https://www.scarfnow.org/2022symposium/what-makes-u.s.-app


SCA
statist ics

Help S.C.A.R.F. make an

impact on sudden cardiac

arrest by visiting

scarfnow.org/aeddonations

550,000+
CARDIAC ARRESTS

Over 550,000 cardiac arrests/deaths occur

across the United States annually, making

it the #1 cause of death in this country.

3-10%
SURVIVAL RATE

Chances of survival from cardiac arrest are

reported anywhere from 3 - 10%. But

when an AED is applied prior to EMS

arrival, survival rates can triple!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDERS
by Drs. Paul and Rubina Nguyen

We are thrilled that in 2022 we 
were able to bring back our Rhythm 
of Life Gala. Though the event is 
still not quite back to its pre- 
pandemic levels of attendance, we 
are so grateful for all that are able 
to attend today. We are honored to 
have you with us to celebrate the 
hard work of our summer 2022 
interns. We hope that you have 
enjoyed viewing their posters and 
hearing not only their research, but 
their ideas to make an impact on 
the health and wellbeing of the 
community around them. Our 
Career Guidance & Mentorship 
Program has always held the core 
values of teamwork, critical 
thinking, higher education, and 

philanthropy. We are hopeful that we 
have instilled these values on these 
students as they continue along on 
their educational and professional 
paths. 

Thank you for being here today to 
support S.C.A.R.F.'s mission to eradicate 
the deadliest healthcare epidemic, 
sudden cardiac arrest. Through your 
support, S.C.A.R.F. is able to accomplish 
two goals: (1) educate our future 
leaders and healthcare professionals 
through our Career Guidance & 
Mentorship Program (2) provide access 
to more automated external 
defibrillators (AEDs) across our 
community. Our goal is to return to our 
pre-pandemic donations of 25 - 50

AEDs donated annually. We 
would not be able to do that 
without your support. So thank 
you for attending today and 
continuing to support S.C.A.R.F. 
Please continue to follow us on 
social media and share our work 
with your family and friends. 
Together, we can make an 
impact.


